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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 
RELIGION THE CHIEF CONCERN OF MAN. 


RELIGION should occupy the chief share of the concern and 
attention of every reasonable and immortal creature. Formed by 
the hand of a Being, whose wisdom the intelligences of Heaven 
cannot search out, and for whose benignity the loftiest strains of 
seraphic adoration yield but a feeble tribute of praise, it is a duty 
deeply engraven on the consciences of men, that to the Father of 
Heaven is due our supreme love ; an unlimited obedience to the 
commandments of his Throne; and a firm, faithful and unaltera- 
ble allegiance to his righteous sceptre. But alas! man haying 
apostatized from the Most High God, a friend kind, constant and 
munificent, infinitely superior in excellence to the imperfect and 
variable character of mortal brethren, has become in love with 
his corruptions, and abuses his faculties; shattered by the fall and 
darkened as with the gloom of night, in endeavouring to justify 
the neglect of his duties—duties which he who raised him from 
the dust, formed him in the noble image of Deity, and inspired 
him with the breath of life, has imperiously enjoined him to ful- 
fil, by a law written on the heart in letters more legible and con- 
spicuous than those he delivered at the Mount Horeb to Moses, 
the mediator of the covenant to Israel. 

But to whatever subterfuges the children of unrighteousness 
may resort to extennate or defend their pernicious ways—ways 
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which if not deserted will conduct them to the society of the ir- 
recoverably wretched—yet will they never be able by their unso- 
lid arguments and vain sophisms, which in the scale of ingenuous 
reason are lighter than the vanity of vanities, to convince their 
judgment of the legitimacy of their principles, or the rectitude of 
their practices. No-—-A voice from within will occasionally at 
least disturb the deceptive calm of their inglorious course, and 
loudly premonish them that the termination of their infatuated ca- 
reer will be “ tribulation and anguish, and interminable woe !” 
Ah! would they listen.to the friendly warning, while they are not 
irreversibly excluded from the Divine acceptance, from the af- 
fectionate embrace of him, who, though invested with the celes- 
tial glories, descended to this vale of tears and walked its thorny 
paths, encountering the rude blasts of its inhospitable clime, and 
enduring the contradiction of its unhallowed sons, only that he 
might regain them to their long-lost ilhumination of mind and 
sanctity of affections ; to be commenced here during their abode 
on the earth, and to be consummated in the transporting realms 
of everlasting light, and of immaculate holiness. Soon will that 
house, appointed for all the sojoarners in this land of pilgrimage, 
enshrme them in its cold and benighted recesses. There can no 
man work. The doom of those who dwell in the dust 1s sealed up 
up for ever. The trump of the archangel, when time shall have 
performed her last revolution, shall resound through all the vaults 
of death, and awake from the sleep of ages “ the nations under- 
ground.” Then shall they arise, some to honour and bliss, and 
others to contempt and misery infinitely ceaseless. 

But too often does the violence of passion, pleading with irre- 
sistible impetuosity for its debasing joys, mock the seriousness 
of pious exhortation, and exhaust to the dregs the cup of sinful 
pleasure: Like the beasts of prey, who, under the cover of the 
night, steal upon their horrid prowlings, ranging the wilderness 
infuriate with a thirst for blood, till appalled by the morning dawn, 
they fly affrighted to their dismal caverns. Thus the votary of 
sin, alarmed by some rebuke of his moral sense, or by the admo- 
nition of some faithful disciple of the Lord, pauses awhile in the 
midst of his follies and wickedness, till having stupified or calm 
ed his conscience by some delusive opiate, he again rushes for- 
ward in the road of death. 
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Perhaps there are but few so desperately depraved as to have 
lost all esteem of virtue, and to have given themselves up toa 
remorseless indulgence of the ignoble gratifications of the sen- 
sual appetites. Small probably is the aumber of those who do 
not intend to relinquish at some future time the presecution of 
vicious pleasures ; to repair the waste which has been made by 
their folly and their guilt, and to effect a general amendment of 
their lives. Then they determine to oper their souls to a love of 
goodness, and stedfastly and universally to obey the precepts of 
reason, and the injunctions of revelation. ‘The man of avarice, 
who is ever busied in the pursuit of gain, who rises at the morn- 
ing dawn, labours with indefatigable industry and anxious solici- 
tude through the day, eating the bread of carefulness and prolong- 
ing his vigils till the midnight hour has cast a death-like stillness 
through the world, purposes, when he shall have »massed a cer- 
tain amount of glittering treasure, he will sit down contented with 
his acquisitions, and listen to the calls of duty. The man of am- 
bition, panting after the honours of distinguished rank, who su- 
premely delights in lifting the sword of authority, and wielding 
the sceptre of dominion, resolves, when he shall have succeeded 
in his schemes of elevation and be clothed with the robes of pow- 
er; when he shall have attained the respect and familiarity of the 
great, the homage of the multitude, and the reverence of his coun- 
try ; he will then make religion his serious concern, and attend to 
the things which belong to his immortal welfare. The lover of 
science—a character worthy in itself, and meriting encourage- 
ment and praise—whose fancy is enchanted with the beauties of 
titerature, to gratify whose ardent thirst of knowledge the hours 
of the day affording too short a space, oft in pursuance of his de- 
lightful labours he “ trims the midnight lamp,” or hears the shrill 
sounding cock (the harbinger of the day) before he seeks the ob- 
livion of repose; when he shall have mastered the difficulties of 
science and enriched his intellect with the lore of ancient sages and 
of modern wit ; when the world shall have granted him the palm 
of elevated ability and of profound erudition; when every ear 
shall listen to his instructions, every eye beam with admiration of 
of his wisdom, and every tongue sit in silent submission before 
him ; then he toe will earnestly give heed to a subject which he 
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cannot but acknowledge is more important than all human learp- 
ing ; he will explore the method by which he may enter that king- 
dom, whose reign is righteousness and peace, and whose reward 
is perennial felicity. The young man, just advancing on the 
stage of time, before whom hope opens her spacious prospects, 
gilded by his gaiety of spirit with a thousand charms, views with 
rapture the enchanting prospect of pleasures blossoming around 
him. Urged by propensities which his thoughtlessness and ar- 
dour never think of resisting, he hastens to taste the delightful 
fruit. Averse to reflection, without possessing the means of in- 
forming his judgment, he is quick to decide ; without discretion, 
because, ignorant of the world and the world’s practices, he is 
eager to choose ; rash, for he has encountered no dangers ; the 
victim of credulity, for experience has shed no light about his 
paths ; obstinate and impatient of admonition or reproof, because 
he has not languished in the gloom of adversity, or been smitten 
by the violent stroke of some appalling misfortune ; intent on 
pleasure, he banishes from his mind the thought of an hereafter, 
and imagines there is time enough for the melancholy work of 
preparation for an eternal and spiritual existence. Happy would 
it be for him could he be prevailed on to attend to that solemn 
and tender admonition, * Remember now thy Creator in the days 
of thy youth.” 

We are all by nature vile, and we are all by practice great of- 
fenders. The very best of men are, in comparison of unsullied 
purity, most offensively unclean; and no portraiture of moral 
pollution can be drawn which has not in a greater or lesser mea- 
sure as many originals as there are mortals of our race. Those 
who are the least enormous workers of “ evil deeds” must assign 
their preservation from the extremities of wickedness to the fa- 
vored restraints of the Deity, Though our lives heretofore may 
have been marked with little else but offence against morality and 
teligiou, may we hereafter have the wisdom to forbear vicious 
pleasure ; may we love those things only which are innocent and 
laudable ; and may we, through the illimitable extent of the ce- 
lestial clemency and grace, escape the punishment of exciusiom 
from the presence of the soarce of infinite perfection. 
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Addressed to those who laugh, scoff, ar mock at an and saints ; 


or jest, jeer, and sneer at them. 


THE Prince of light and the prince of darkness—good men 
and bad men—holiness and sin—all are made objects of sport and 
ridicule. It is dangerous folly to jest with serious things; and 
Solomon teaches, that they are “fools” who “make a mock at 
sin,” Prov. xiv.9. Children do mischief and then laugh at it, in 
which, alas! they are often encouraged by ungodly parents: the 
drunkard boasts of his excesses—the debauchee of the number of 
his victims, and the gamester, of the fruits of his art and deceit; 
and many, at every period of their life, glory in their shame !— 
If wicked men triumph, when they see blemishes in the charac- 
ter of the righteous—What manner of persons ought Christians 
then to be in all holy conversation and godliness, that they may 
cut off the pleas of gainsayers, and put to silence the ignorance 
of foolish men? 

Friendly Reader, art thou tempted to countenance, by a laugh, 
or a smile, or in any other way, what thou canst not inwardly ap- 
prove? We entreat thee to weigh well the following considera- 
tions. 

1. He who laughs at sin, laughs while God frowns. ‘God is 
angry with the wicked every day.” Ps. vii. 11. What is it that 
excites his anger? What is that by which his Spirit is vexed and 
grieved,? What is that which occasions the sword of vengeance to 
hang over the heads of sinners? “ The wrath of God is revealed 
from Heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men.” 
Rom. i. 18. And‘if the wrath of a king be as the roaring of a 
lion, how dreadful must be the wrath of the Almighty God ! 

2. He who makes light of sin, makes light of the miseries of 
all mankind. We live in a vale of tears, in which prisons and 
hospitals, and innumerable other receptacles of woe, impress the 
solemn truth, that the misery of man is great upon him. Eccl? 
Vili. 6. 

Ah! litle think the gay licentious proud, 
Whom pleasure, power, and affluence surround ; 
They, who ther thoughtless hours in giddy mirtlt, 
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And wanton, often cruel, riot, waste ; 

Ah, little think they, while they dance along, 

How many feel, this very moment, death, 

And all the sad variety of pain ! Thompson. 


3. To sport with sin, is to sport with death. For sin entered 
the world, and death followed sin. Rom. v. 12. And death has 
made this world like Gelgotha, a place of skul!s—not a fit place 
then for profane merriment. Ifall the bones of all the dead were 
collé&ted into one vast pile, and Jehu should ask, * Who slew all 
these ?”’ (2 Kings, x. 9.) The answer must be, “Sin slew them 
all.” 

Death stands betwcen eternity and time 
With open jaws—on such a narrow bridge, 
That none can pass, but must become his prey. 


4. For a man to laugh at sin, is to laugh when he ought to 
mourn. Will any one make sport with his own disease? Sin is 
adisease. It is poisonous—it is fatal too, unless the Balm of 
Gilead (the blood of Christ) be applied in time. Sin produces 
guilt and shame. When a man laughs at his sin, he laughs at 
the fraud by which he has cheated himseif. His conduct is not 
less absurd than wicked. *Tis the folly of a fool laughing at bis 
own folly. 

5. To make light of sin, is to make light of the pains of hell. 
For sin opened the bottomless pit. Sin is the parent of the worm 
that dieth not. Sin kindled the flames which shall never be quen- 
ched. Sin leads to the place of weeping and wailing and gnashing 
of tecth. 

O careless, thoughtless sinner! Is it a light thing to fall into 
the hands of the living God—to feel the weight of his curse—to 
dwell with everlasting burnings ? Canst thou expect to enjoy sin- 
ful mirth with jovial companions in hell, from whence the smoke 
of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever? Consider this, 
ye that forget God, lest he tear you in pieces, and there be none 
to deliver. Consider this, before the great day of his wrath is 
come. Think on your ways, and turn your feet to his testimo- 
nies. In those testimonies you will find a Saviour revealed. His 
name is Jesus. Behold, now is the accepted time; bchold, now 
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is the day of salvation. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved. 

6. To sport with sin, is to sport with the sorrows of Jesus. 
And this, considering thefdignity of the person of Christ, is the 
most solemn and awful consideration that can be suggested. It 
were less guilty to sport with fellow-creatures than with the Son 
of God. Never did any person suffer’ so much from contempt as 
Jesus did. He was blindfolded and buffeted, and in the grossest 
manner insulted by the rabble in the high-priest’s hall. Then 
did they spit in his face.” Matt. xxvi. 67. Herod and his men 
of war set Jesus at nought. In mockery, he was invested with 
a purple robe. A reed was put into his hand for a sceptre, to ri- 
dicule his pretensions to a kingdom. And when he was lifted 
upon the cross, (O horrid to relate!) they mocked the pangs in 
which he died. Passing strangers wagged their heads, and said, 
“If thou be the Son of God, come down from the cross.” The 
chief priests, scribes, and elders, said with bitter sarcasm, “ He 
saved others—himself he cannot save.” And even the thieves 
who were crucified with him, cast the same in his teeth. 

And can you, O wanton sinner, join your voice to their’s, to 
insult him? Can you trifle with Jesus, and make light of his pray- 
ers, his tears, his groans, and bloody sweat in the garden of ago- - 
ny, the severity of the scourge, and the torture of the crown of 
thorns? QO be persuaded to trace his footsteps to Calvary ; there 
stand and gaze. Pause and ponder. If at such a place, with 
such a scene, you can trifle, what would angels think? * More 
struck with grief or wonder, who can tell 2” 


Around the bloody tree they press’d with strong desire, 
That wond’rous sight to see, the Lord of life expire ! 
And could their eyes have known a tear, 

In sad surprise had dropt it there. Doddridge. 


Now, therefore, be ye not mockers, lest your bands be made. © 
strong. Isa. xxviii. 22. If God give you repentance unio life, 
you will mourn for Christ as one mourneth for an only son, and 
be in bitterness as one that is in bitterness for the loss of his first- 
born. i 

Let our readers, such especially as are young, be persuatled, 
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to commit to memory the following lines, which express, fn an 
agreeable manner, the sybstance of the preceding remarks, and 
which, by the blessing of God, will repay the trouble it may cost 
them : : 


Who laughs at sin, laughs at his Maker’s frowns, 
Laughs at the sword of vengeance o’er his head, 
Laughs at the great Redeemer’s tears and wounds, 
Who but for sin had never wept or bled. 


Who laughs at sin, laughs at the numerous woes 
Which have this guilty world so oft befel, 

Laughs at the whole creation’s groans, and throes, 
At all the spoils of death, and pains of hell. 


Who laughs at sin, laughs at his own disease, 
Welcomes approaching torments with his smiles, 
Dares, at his soul’s expence, his fancy please, 
Affronts his God—himseH of bliss beguiles. 


Who laughs at sin, sports with his guilt and shame, 
Laughs at the errors of his senseless mind ; 

_ For madness so extreme there wants a name, 
Expressive of a folly so refin’d. Jos. Stennett. 


* How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity, and the 
seorners delight in scorning, and fools hate knowledge? Turn 
ye, (saith the wisdom of God) at my reproof, and behold I will 
pour out my spirit unto you ; I will make known my words unto 
you.” But if ye will not turn from your scoffing, scornful, mock- 
ing, sinful, foolish ways, hear the consequence. “ Because I have 
called andye refused ; I have stretched out my hand and no man 
regarded ; but ye have set at nought all my counsel, and would 
hear none of my reproof: I, also, will /augh at your calamity, I 
will mock when your fear cometh—when your fear cometh as a 


desolation, and your destruction cometh as a whirlwind.” Thus 
saith the Lord. Prov. i. 20, 33. 





The preceding essay’ may be had in a Tract at the Office of the 
Christian Monitor, No, 57, Liberty-St. 
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NO subject, at present, appears to us of greater importance te 
commend to your devout attention, than the pivinity, the PER- 
SONALITY, and the work of the Hoty Sprarir. 

The Divinity of the Holy Spirit is clearly revealed in the Bi- 
ble. All those attributes which are ascribed to Jehovah, are ap- 
plied to him. He is declared to be the eternal Spirit, Heb. ix. 
14. and the power of the Highest, Luke i. 35. He is the Spirit 
of life, Job xxxiii. 4. and is Omnipresent. Whither, said David, 
shall I fly from thy Spirit? Psalm cxxxix. 7. His immensity 
and sovereignty are therefore justly compared to the wind which 
bloweth where it listeth. John iii. 8 He is omniscient, infinite 
in wisdom, and ecarcheth all things, yea the deep things of God. 
1 Cor, ii. 10. He is the Spirit of truth, John xv. 26. and em- 
phatically the Holy Spirit ; essentially and underived ; the Au- 
thor of all holiness to al! intelligent beings. And, as sins against 
him were not to be forgiven in this life nor in that which is to 
come, we can have no hesitation in believing his divinity. Be- 
sides, worship is rendered unto him, equal with the Father and 
the Son; and you, dear Brethren, have set the seal of your faith 
to this truth, by being baptized in his name according to the di- 
vine command. 

On the personality of the Holy Spirit we shall only say, that 
the passages of Scripture which speak of him, and his works, lead 
us to believe that he is distinct in his offices and in his operations 
from the Father and the Son; yet, in the unity of divinity, they 
are the one Jehovah. We cannot doubt of his personality, when 
we recollect we are exhorted not to grieve him; that he@is a teach- 
er; a sealer, a comforter, a witness. He hath a mind of his own, 
Rom. viii. 27; he hath a will, 1 Cor. xii. 11; and hath an abso- 
lute power for action, Rom. xv. 13. He speaketh to the Church- 
es, Rev. ii. 7 ; invites the thirsty to the waters of life, Rev. xxii. 
17. All which show the certainty of his personality. To which 
may be added, he dwells in the saints; and is the great agent by 
whom we have access to the Father, by the Son, Eph. ii. 18.— 
With the greatest propriety, therefore, the Apostle asserted this 
important truth in his last benediction to the Church at Corinth; 





106 OW THE HOLY SPIRIT. 


wishing “the grace of our Lord Jesus Chrigt, and the Jove of 
God, and the communivn of the Holy Ghost, might be with them 
all.” 

Having thus far asserted the divinity, and the personality of the 
Holy Spirit, we presuime to draw this important conclusion—~That 
Jehovah, the Spirit, is sufficient to accomplish his own purpose, 
and all which the scriptures attribute to him, relating to our sal- 
vation, in defiance of all human and infernal powers. 

As God is gloriously known by his operations, we shall now 
assist your contemplation on some of the important works of the 
Holy Spirit ; each of which will further confirm you in the per- 
suasion of his adorable divinity. 

1. The Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters to pro- 
duce the material world, Gen.i.2. Equally so he is the supreme 
agent in producing the spiritual world ; the knowledge of which 
is from his own illumination. As in the first instance, the earth 
was without form and void, and darkness was upon the face of the 
deep; so in the other. When no human powers could remove 
the daikness of sin and error from the guilty race of men, and 
show how God could be just, and yet a Saviour, this blessed Spi- 
rit moved upon the souls of holy men, in various ages, to reveal 
the new creation and salvation through Jesus the Messiah. 2 Pe- 
ter i, 21. 

2. The adorable work of the Spirit, in forming the union be- 
tween the divine and human nature of Christ, in the Virgin, by a 
supernatural birth, as the Son of God, is a most important part 
of Christianity. Luke i. 35 —-This blessed Spirit, in the form of 
a dove, descended upon Christ at his baptism, Mat. iii. 16.--was 
given to Christ without measure; and by him Jesus was anointed 
with the oil of gladness as a Prophet, Priest, and King, to answer 
all the glorious purposes of his mediation and redemption. Luke 
tv. 18..-Through the eternal Spirit, Jesus offered himself a sa- 
crifice without spot to God; and, by the same Spirit of holiness» 
he was raised from the dead and declared to be the Son of God 
with power. Heb. ix. 14-—-Therefore, Jesus, being by the right 
hand of God exalted, he received the promise of the Holy Ghost ; 
he now sheds him forth for the important purposes of gathering 
in his elect, and preparing his kingdom of grace to inherit the 
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mansions of glory. This divine unction of the Spirit upon Christ, 
is like the precious ointment upon the head of Aaron, which ran 
down to the skirts of his garments. Every member of the body 
of Christ spiritual, shall receive a portion of the same unction to 
love and praise the Lord forever! This, dear Brethrensprompts 
us further to instruct you, on the work of the Spirit upon the 
souls of the redeemed, 

3. The Spirit of God finds the redeemed dead in trespasses and 
in sins; and by nature, children of wrath, even as others: By 
one sovereign act, he communicates Christ, who is the essential 
word of truth, to the soul, whereby it is begotten again to a lively 
hope, and becomes regenerate. Jamesi.18. After the soul is 
thus quickened, the Divine Spirit applies the written word, by 
the doctrine and promises of which, deliverance is obtaimed, con- 
version experienced, and thus the man is truly born of the Spirit ; 
and, like a new-born babe, desires the sincere milk of the word. 
John iii. 5,6. You therefore see the difference between regene- 
ration and conversion ; the former is the giving a principle of iife 
from Christ; the other, a turning, or deliverance to visible, ac- 
tive life. You likewise perceive the harmony and beauty of the 
work of the Holy Spirit; for he who preduced the person of 
Christ, the Heap, necessarily forms every member of the spi- 
ritual Bopy, the Church. And thus is accomplished that an- 
cient prophecy of Christ, “ He shall see his seed, and the plea- 
sure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand.” Isaiah lili. 11.—In 
the process of this new birth, it is necessary to observe the use 
which the Divine Spirit makes of the word of God, whether read, 
or preached. He convinces the mind of the natire, malignity, 
and demerit of sin; tegether with the total depravity of the soul, 
in all its faculties and powers ; and its consequent inability to pro- 
duce a righteousness by the law, for its justification before God. 
John xvi. 8.—-This blessed Spirit, as the Spirit of grace ond ‘sup- 
plication, creates a new prayer for mercy and sulvation, which 
proceeds from a new heart, unfelt before. Acts 1x. 1! —-To an- 
swer the painful exercises of this state, the blessed Spirit per- 
forms the work of a com*orter, by testifying of Christ, taking of 
his atonement, righteousness and grace ; showing them in such 
a manner to the soul, as to give it the possession of the bencfit of 
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them for pardon and peace. John xvi. 14. Thus it is, we arc at 
once justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of 
our God, In the experience of this, the converted man can say, 
« The law of the Spirit of life, in Christ Jesus, hath made me 
free from the law of sin and death.” Rom. viii. 2. Where the Spi- 
rit uf the Lord is, there is liberty indeed ! And this liberty gives 
an indisputable right to Baptism, the Lord’s Supper, the f{ellow- 
ship of Saints, and all the privileges of the house of God. Love 
is the result, as well as the cause of this gracious operation of 
the divine Spirit. “The love of God is shed abroad in the heart 
by the Holy Ghost given unto us ;”” thereby creating the most sen- 
sible enjoyment of God, and forming an effectual stimulus to all 


holy obedience. 
Thus far we have described the first work of the Holy Ghost, 


in producing a Christian. Ifany man have not the Spirit of Christ, 
he is none of his, let his talents or profession be what they may. 
And, as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are she sons 
of God; not one more, not one less.—For your further instruc- 
tion we will name a few instances of the work of the Spirit in the 
progress of the Christian life.—-The Saviour promised him as a 
Teacher. This youneed. “ When he the Spirit of truth is come, 
he shall guide you into all truth,” John xvi..13, whether it re- 
lates to doctrine, experience, profession or practice ; to the deal- 
ings of previdence, or to the riches of grace. And such is the 
nature of his teaching, it makes the heart more abundantly fruit- 
ful in every good word or work. “ I am the Lord thy God, who 
teacheth thee to profit; who leadeth thee by the way that thou 
shouldest go.” Isaiah xlviii.17. And every one who recciveth 
this unction from the Holy One, knoweth all things, and will as- 
suredly say, “ Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and after- 
wards receive me to glory.”~—By the work of the Spirit the chil- 
dren of God are brought progressively into an assurance of their 
union with Christ; “for hereby (saith John) we know that we 
dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given unto us of his 
Spirit.” 1 John iv, 13.--As Prayer is the grand medium of com- 
munion with God, it is the office and work of the Spirit to carry 
on this precious privilege, by helping our infirmities, making in- 
tercession-for as with groans which cannot be ‘tered ; and as the 
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Spirit of adoption he enables us to cry, Abba Father. Thus, 
through Christ, we have sccess by one Spirit unto the Father.— 
His work as a Sealer, after the soul hath received faith, is inesti- 
mably precious ; for thereby he not only confirms the possessor in 
hope, and gives an earnest of the eternal inheritance; but, hfs 
seal leaves the impress of the lovely image of Jesus upon the 
heart. Eph. i. 13,14. This inestimable privilege every believer 
should seek to enjoy.--The Spirit is a Sanctifier ; for, * God 
hath chosen us to salvation through sanctification of the Spirif, 
and belief of the truth.” This materially consists in the growth 
of the new man, through its various stages of infancy, youth, man- 
hood, and age ; and by which faith, hope, patience, humility, love, 
and all other fruits of the Spirit are brought to-maturity, to the 
honour of God, the ornament of the possessor, and the benefit of 
the Church of Christ. And, as the Gospel is the principal mean 
of producing sanctification, so, the united testimony of the chil- 
dren of God is, “ We all with open face, beholding as in a glass 
the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image, from 
glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 2 Cor. iiig!&. 
Our views of eternal bliss beyond the grave are produced by the 
work of this good Spirit. For the natural eye hath not seen, nor 
the car heard, what God hath prepared for them that love him ; 
but, God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit. 1 Cor. ii. 10. 
This revelation is first made in the Gospel, and then by creating 
that faith which is the substance of the things hoped for, the evi- 
dence of things not seen.—_And, to say no more on this part of the 
work of the Spirit, our ferseverance is materially owing to his 
divine operation. ‘Therefore our Saviour describes his dwelling 
in the heart, as “a well of living water springing up unto eter- 
nal life.” For, as it is the property of water to rise higher and 
higher until it finds its own level; so the Spirit comes down from 
Christ, who is at the right hand of God in Heaven, takes his re- 
sidence in the heart, and will perpetually spring and rise higher 
and higher, till that soul is brought to sit down with Christ upon 
his throne, in the presence of his Father in glory! We pray, 
Brethren, that these several parts of the work of the Holy Ghost 
may be verified in your souls. 

4, Another important part ef ale work of the Holy Spirit. is, 
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the constitution ofthe visible Church of Christ. The materials 
of this Gospel edifice are regenerate by the Spirit; placed upon 
Christ the spiritual rock and foundation ; united with each other, 
being of one heart, one faith, one baptism; and thus, as Peter 
expresses it, “are built up a spiritual house, to offer up spirit- 
ual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ ;” or, as Paul 
describes it, “are builded together for an habitation of God 
through the Spirit.” Thus, the presence of the Lord, the holi- 
ness of worship, the joy of the saints, and the prosperity of the 
church, depend upon the work of the Holy Ghost. May that 
Spirit rest upon all our churches ! 

5, We cannot omit naming the work of the Spirit in calling and 
furnishing men with special gifts and grace for the ministry of the 
Gospel, and rendering their labours efficacious to the souls of 
men, and the edification and increase of the Church of Christ. 
Thus, the Holy Ghost said, “ Separate me Barnabas and Saul for 
the work whereunto I have called them.” Acts xiii .2. And, would 
the limits of this epistle admit, we could cheerfully show you the 
woxk of the Spirit in conferring grace and gifts for our ministry ; 
bringing all things to our remembrance which Christ hath said, 
thereby enabling us to produce a variety of subjects to your at- 
teation ; giving us utterance in our preaching ; and rendering our 
Services as effectual to sinners, as was Ezekiel’s preaching toa 
valley of dry bones. Likewise the work of the Spirit in his mira- 
eulous gifts and operations on the Apostles and primitive Disci- 
ples ; but we must forbear. 

6. It is the work of the Holy Spirit to produce the glory of Zi- 
on in the latter day, when the fulness of the Gentiles shall come 
in, and all Isracl experience salvation. Then, in the fullest ex- 
tent, the prophecy of Juel shall be accomplished, and the Lord 
pour out his Spirit upon ali flesh. The head-stone of the gospel 
Temple shall be brought forth with shouting, crying, Grace, 
grace unto it ! “ Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith 
the Lord of hosts.””"~-Connected with this is the first resurrection. 
The dead in Christ shall rise first, and live and reign with Christ 
a thousand years.” Rey. xx. The same Spirit of holiness which 
raised up Christ from the dead, as nzap of the Church, will 
breathe upgn the dry bones of his rrzeT Bony; and it shall be 
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presented before the presence of his glory with exceeding great 
joy ! Look forward, then, dear Brethren, to the bright morning 
of the Resurrection, and be assured, that, “if the Spirit of him 
that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised 
up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by 
his Spirit that dwelleth in you.” Rom. viii. 11. 


J.S. 


ORIGINAL POETRY. 
LINES 


Addressed to Ma. Sucgiey, Merchant, on the death of his son 
Gzronreg, a promising and hopeful child. 


BY J. MARSDEN. 


“ Virtue, not rolling suns, the mind matures— 
“ That life is long that anawers life’s great end.” 
Youne. 


Movrn not my Sucktey, wisdom well 
Thy GeoreGe’s rising worth could tell, 
And took the boy to paradise 
To wait thy coming—hence rejoice. 
When you life’s stormy sea have crost, 
By many a storm and billow tost : 

He'll hail thee welcome first to land ; 
And walk with thee the golden strand ; 
Lead thee to each celestial scene, 

Of fountains clear and meadows green. 


For hadst thou in a distant land, 

A rich estate at thy command : 

Of fields, and groves, and parks, and bowers-~— 
Of fountains clear and od’rous flowers; 

Thou wouldst perhaps thine offspring send, 

As nearer than thy nearest friend ; 
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To take possession of the place, 

Thy father’s mansion—thine by grace : 
Till thou thyself might wish to go, 

After a few short years or so— 

To take possession of the dwelling 
Whose nameless beauties beggar telling. 


Our children leave us—disappear, 
We feela pang, we dropa tear ; 
But when a moment we reflect, 
*Tis done to show us high respect. 
They go to Zion first and wait, 
Then meet us in the City gate, 
And welcome our arrival there, 
With songs and shouts that rend the air. 
Wherefore my Sucxiey, why repine ? 
Thy child is fled and so is mine ! 
To that fair coast where never storm 
Shall the serene delights deform. 
The gales that youthful morals wreck, 
, Which tear the sails and split the deck, 
‘The eddies that deceive the helm, 

The gusts that drive and then o’erwhelm : 
They cannot for a moment dread, 

Safe in the port we see a-head ! 

I’ve three upon that blissful coast, 

I deem them safely moor’d—not lost ; 
Another ent’ring in full sail, 

I see the port, I catch the gale 4 

She’s gone, the cape of death is past ! 
That gust—she’s gain’d the shore at last! 
We’re still upon the stormy sea, 

But there’s a fort beneath our lee, 
-For thee my Sucxuey, and for me! 
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OF CHARLES HOWARD BRODHEAD. 


C nantes Howann Bropueap was a child of no common prom- 
ise. His temper was affectionate—his mind vigorous—his de- 
portment sprightly and plafyul, but dutiful to his parents and 
respectft! to all persons. His habits were strictly and exempla- 
rily moral, especially in his regard to truth. He was punctilious- 
ly tenacious of his word, and noticed every departure from their 
word in others, however slight and incidental. For the last two 
years of his life, he discovered a closeness of observation, a ma- 
turity of judgment and extent of understanding seldom found in 
the most promising children of his age. He thus excited in his 
parents and frieuds reasonable expectations that his manhood, if 
he should be spared, would be respectable and useful in a high 
degree, But it pleased God in his righteous and Holy Providence 
to cut him off from the Jand of the living in his eighth year. He 
died the 6th of March, aged 7 years, 7 months and 5 days. 

For about three months before his death he was observed to be 
more attentive to serious things, than he had ever been before. 
In January last, he was attacked with the measles, which left him 
in a weak state. During the first stages of his convalescence he 
told his mother he wished to have a little Hymn-Book in which 
there was a hymn beginning with these lines : 


“ Tell me Mamma, if I must die 
One day, as little baby died ?” 


His mother asked him where he had seen the book? He replied, 
in school. Whether he knew the title? Buthe did not. He re- 
collected nothing save these lines. The book after inquiry was 
found to be, Hymns for Infant Minds, by the author of Original 
Poems for Infant Minds, &c. and published in Boston, by Munroe 
and Francis. The hymn which had arrested his attention was the 
2ist. OF this little volume he was very fond, and while his health 
would permit, read initevery day. His mind now appeared to be 
more than usually affected with religious impresions. One Sab- 
bath morning his mother read for him, Hervey’s Meditations 
among the Tombs. He wept profusely at the description of the 
child’s tomb, and was thoughtful for some time after. That’; was 
attentive to family worship was evident, for he would sometimes 
make remarks to his mether about the chapter which was read, or 
about something which he had noticed in prayer: and at other 
times ask the meaning,of passages which he did not understand, 
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During the whole of his last sickness, which was a painful one, 
he manifested the greatest resignation to the divine will. Though 
_ he would sometimes talk of “ getting well,” yet he never express- 
eda desire to recover. On the contrary when asked if he was 
willing to die? answered uniformly, “ Yes, to go to Jesus.” —If 
he was willing to leave his dear parents to go to Jesus? “ Yes,” 
with the greatest composure. He was exceedingly averse to med- 
_ tcine and discovered great peevishness when he was urged to take 
‘it, until the third day of his illness. Then his temper in this re- 
apect evidently underwent a great change ; for he received what- 
ever was given him afterwards without any hesitation or difficulty. 
He submitted to repeated bleedings and the process of cupping 
without a murmur, nay with cheerfulness. Whilst bis body was 
' suffering from these painful operations, his mind was active, for 
he observed many little things, which escaped the notice of others 
in the room and made them the subject alterwards of appropriate 
and pleasant remarks. 

To the servant man, who expressed his wiliingness to die, if he 
thought he was as good as he, the boy answered, “ Well, be good 
and believe in the Lord Jesus and you need notfear.”” When his 
mother came up stairs afterwards. the servant being gone, he said, 
« TI believe’ R is a Christian.” Being asked why he thought 
so? he answered he had been talking with him, and added, I be- 
lieve he ie a Christian.” 

On the Friday morning of the week, when he was taken down 


with his last illness, he read the 23d Psalm, requesting his moth- 
er to mark it. Perceiving that she was affected, he said to her, 


« Don’t weep for me.” ‘In the afternoon he wished her to read it 
tohim. She asked him if he knew who the rod and the staff was, 
that he might lean upon ; he answered, “* The Lord Jesus Christ.” 
She read for him also the 41st hymn in the little volume already 
noticed, entizled «“ A Child’s Prayer in Sickness.”” He stopped 
her twice to ask the meaning of some words, and when she had 
finished, he said, “* That just suits me.” 

That afternoon he gave his Hymn-Book as a bequest to a cou- 
sin with this address. « Here E——~ remember me by this book ; 
read the hymns; remember what you read; they have been use- 
ful to me.”” Toa young person residing in the family, he gave 
Janeways token with his advice to use it right. He spoke to oth- 
ers of the family in a pertinent and pointed manner, recommend- 
ing to all, attention to the one thing needful. 

Being asked if he thought he was a sinner? he said “ Yes.” 
Whether he thought the blood of Christ could cleanse him? «O, 
yes.” , : 

On another occasion when asked what kind of a place heaven 
was ? he answered, “ A place of glory.” What were the employ- 
ments of the saints? “ Singing Halelujahs.” If he would like 
to be there, singing Hallelujahs? “ Yes; but if I should go to 
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hell’’———_ and stopped without completing the sentence. This 
was the only instance in which he discovered any thing like a doubt 
with respect to his happy death. Toa lady who asked him, if he 
was in great pain, he answered, “ Yes, but the blood of Christ 
cleanseth from all pain.” 

The following account was furnished by one of those young la- 
dies who kipdly and affectionately aided the parents and friends, in 
administering to the wants of this afflicted, but comforted child. 
She had long been intimate in the family and therefore the citid 
knew her wi! and was familiar with her. She embraced the oppor- 
tunity which a night spent in watching by his bedside gave her of 
conversing withhim, “ My dear Howard,” said she * you appeat 
to suffer a great deal : and if I could, I would willingly bear a part : 
but your Heavenly Father will not put more upon you than you are 
able to bear. No, I know he will not. You ought to feel thankful 
that God has given you sucha Saviour, who can and will alleviate 
your pain and soothe your dying pillow.” “ YesIdo.” “ You 
love that Saviour?” + © yes: don’t you Miss ? yes I know 
you do.” “ Where dear boy do you rest your hopes!’ ‘ On 
the Lord Jesus Christ.’” “ Are you not afraid to die?” With a 
smile he replied, “ O no.” «« Hlas death no terrors to you ?’’ 
“No; Jesus Christ can support me.” _“ When you think of dy- 
ing, do you not feel any regret of leaving vour parentsand friends?” 
«“ No.” A pause. “ None.” “ Then you expect to find a bet- 
ter friend in heaven than any you have here?” “ Yes, in the mer- 


its of Christ.” “ Who has told you, dear boy, that there is a bet 
ter world!" « God tells us’ so every day in his Bible.” “ You 


love to pray?” “ Yes, every body ought to love to pray.” « If 
God would give you your choice, which would you prefer, to re- 
main with your fatherand mother, or go and inhubit one of those 
mansions which are prepared for the Children of God?” «J 
would rather live with Christ in one of those mansions.” 


During the night in which the above conversation took place, the 
child repeated these lines : 


« Once did the blessed Saviour cry 
Let little children come.” 


After experiencing considerable pain from the epplication of 
drafts to his feet, he exclaimed in the words of the Catechism 
which he had been taught, “ Suffering pnnishment might indeed 
free from punishment but would give no right to eternal life.” 
Three times successively he repeated “ justificd” und then addeds 
“ Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus———not by good works,” He once said, “ Chriss 
is also very God,” using the words of his Catechism. The young 
lady who has kindly furnished the above interesting detail once 
heard him sigh, and enquired, “ What dear Howard ?” he answev- 
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ed, * Grace here, and eternal life hereafter.” She asked him if 
his unele came, what he should pray for? he answered, “ Pray 
that I may go toheaven.” “ Would you not like him to pray that 
your life might be prolonged?” “ Just as God pleases.” ~ 

On the Lord’s-day morning preceding his death he was inform. 
ed of the death of a very dear and particular friend of his parents 
and asked if he wouid like to go with him to commence his sab- 
bath in glory? He said, “ Yes.” “ Would you like to so now, this 
day ?” “Yes.” This morning he requested that family worship 
might be performed in the room where he was confined. ‘This 
was accordingly done. After a portiou of scripture was read, his 
mother told him, he need not kneci in prayer, as he was too weak. 
He answered, “ Catharine Haldane went upon ter krecs.. I am 
not so weak as she was.” The account of Catherine Haldane he 
had often read, and was much pleased with it. 

After this, his mind began occasionally to wander. In his lucid 
intervals he said many things pertinent and sensible, which show- 
ed his thoughts were engaged about spiritual matters. Among 
other things he repeated distinctly, “ Being justified freely by his 
grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” 

For the last two or three days he was so enfeebled and so full of 
pain, as to be unable to say much even in his lucid intervals. Yet 
he still occasionally displayed both knowledge of what was passing 
around him and feeling towards his relatives. During the whole 
of the last day of his life he was speechless and apparently insensi- 
ble, struggling with constant convulsions. 

He expired on Saturday, towards evening, in such a gentle 
manner, that for some time it was unknown that he was no more. 

Thus throughout his sickness he discovered striking evidences 
of a gracious state, and has left to his parents and friends a well- 
grounded hope that he has gone to rest. In his case, that Scrip- 
ture has been literally fulfilled, “ Out of the mouth of babes and 
sucklings thou hast perfected praise.” In himself, he was by na- 
ture a child of wrath, but the Lord by his grace made him an heir 
of life. Thisis the Lord’s work and it is marvellous in our eyes, 
How encouraging are such instances to believing parents, that 
their labour of love and work of faith towards their offspring shall 
not be in vain in the Lord. And what a lesson do they teach chil- 
aycn! a lesson both interesting and important. Interesting, be- 
cause it exhibits the operations of the grace of God upon the heart 
ofa child, and important because without the experience of that 
grace in their hearts not one of them can be saved. May every 
child that reads this litle narrative, be persuaded and enabled by 
tM Holy Spirit to embrace Jesus Christ, and rest upon him alane 
for salvation. 
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